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front eom EtcauhiiillY marked 
General Dynamics F-I6C 
Fighlitig fileoit Clown by the 
commander oJ the S2©th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron at Ramslein. 
<So* alio 'Resident Falcons", 
chapter one) 

Title pages A McDonnell 
Douglas F-15C Eagle from the 
52Brh Tactical Fighter Squadron. 
36lh Tactical Fighter Wing, 
based at Bilburg. This aircraft 
carries the barely■ noticeable 
nickname Jtiltkytfd Dawg on the 
engine inlet 
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To my father, who taught me a love of airplane a, and my mol her, 
who loves in balk anyway. 



The 86th TFW ’niaadcl' in Iron! 

□f Base Ops reflects ihe 

ch-inqi.ru} umo*. On lihe lull. a 
model ol ‘Peppermin; Patty.' the 
Wing King's candy-stuped F-1G. 
popular ay mWI ot TUroMicm 
since 1985. On the right, the new 
Look of Ihe B6th, introduced 
following ihe first ot iwo <.lumg«* 
of command in 1387 









Introduction 


Immediately after WW 2 . construction began 
on a NATO airbase to bo situated alongside 
the autobahn that separated the rural German 
villages of Parnate in and Landstuhl near die 
southwest Gorman border with France- In 
1953, the project was completed, resulting in 
not one. but two bases: Ramstein Air Base on 
the north Bide cl the runway, and Landstuhl 
Air Base on the soulh side Consolidated into 
the largest NATO airbase in Europe in 
December 1357. the two bases became 
Ramstein/Landstuhl Air Base. Bui over lime, 
Lhis was shortened to simply Ramslein Air 
Base, ils present name 

Since n was activated in January 1053, 
kamstem has twice been home to the BBth 
Tactical Fighter Wing. Theu fuel stay, aa the 
B6th Fighter Bomber Wing, (lying F-84FS, then 
as the B6th Fighter Interceptor Wmg, flying F- 
BSDs, lasied until October 1366, At Ihal Time, 
the B6th TFW was moved to nearby 
Zwoibrucken Air Base to make room (or the 
25th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing and its R.F- 
4Gs, newly arrived from NATChhosiile 
France. The SBih's present slay at Ramstein 
began in January 1973, when they returned as 
ihe SGih Tactical Fighter Wing flying F-4E 
Phantom Ils, In late 1985 they began a 
conversion to the F-16 Fighting Falcon, Iheir 
current mount, 

Today, as headquarters of the US Air Force 
in Europe (USAFEj and the Allied Air Forces 
Central Europe (AJLFCE}, Ramstein has 


perhaps the busiest, meet interesting transient 
ramp of any base m Europe, (i is here, during 
a period of 15 monihs—December 19B8 
through February 1988—that all Ihe 
photographs in this book were taken, Ei would 
be impossible lo include every interesting 
aircraft that visited Ramstein during that time, 
so only a representative sampling of the 
most-interesting types and colour schemes, 
taken under the best possible conditions, is 
presented here. Alas, the RAF Hunter T.7. the 
Finnish F.27, ihe Turkish C-138 and numerous 
others that showed up in the rain, are nut 
included. That all those included in Ihe book 
were photographed under sunny skies 
during perhaps the worsl year of European 
weather in decades is testimony EO the 
author's patience and persistence, to say 
nothing of sheer good fortune. 

Chuck Stewart is a highly-respected 
aviation photographer and historian from 
California whose work has appeared in 
numerous publications, He uses a Nikon F-3 
camera. Nikon lenses and Kodachrome 64 
film exclusively. He would like to ihank 
Dietmar Letter man, a good friend and fellow 
aviation enthusiast, for his invaluable 
assistance m verifying facts for this book. And 
thanks as well to the unsung heroes on Ihe 
transient ramp, without whose cooperation 
many of Ihe photos in this book would have 
been impossible. 
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Resident 

Falcons 


Another sign of she times. The 
Old camouflaged control lower 
sporting a huge P 4 silhouette 
was rCpamled during the 
summer lo reflect RamsUrin's 
new affiliation with Hue Fd6 


Righr A green and black tar] 
band identifies aircraft of the 
512th TFS. The stylutod dragon 
was a welcome dash of 
Squadron espj>Jf do corps 
added to several aircraft duntig 
the summer, bul discontinued 
after only a few months. The 
'Dragons' originated in August 
1943 as a fighter-bomber 
squadron flying thd A-20 Havgc- 
they have spent their enure 
existence since then in Europe 
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Commanders" birds—the lale o( 
the tails. From lop left the 
bl*d< and gold lightning bo]( of 
the Bfiih TFW, the black and 
flilver dragon on Gorman In- 
colours of th* SI2th TFS 
'Dragons/ and Ihe rod and 
White striped ml of the S2Blh 
TFS 'Black Knights' 


Overleaf The G£C Aviomcfl 
ho ad-up display (HUD) gunsigtvL 
silhouetted under an F-1 S'a dew- 
covered canopy. With its well- 
forward cockpit and frameleas. 
gold-tinted canopy, the F-IB 
olfers perhaps Ihe best visibility 
of any operational fighter today 
















Birds of a leaches . CoiuiiuCted 
of aluminium lulling and panned 
canvas, and mounted on easier 
wheels, this M& mockup, 
complete with fake serial 
number, was a one-of-a-kind 
experiment Id build a cheap, 
expendable airfield decoy. 


Though II makes a fairly 
convincing F-16 co 
reconnaissance aircraft roaring 
over at low-level and high¬ 
speed, Lt was no match tor 
satellite infra-red imagery and 
was abandoned ifl the prototype 
Slage 
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F-1CC Df Ihe 526th TFS 
nmnrihddi wuh t» doVarly- 
accenled AF serial number an 
fcUcS; and gold leaving no doubt 
as 1o wtuch squadron al belongs 


Overleaf The hmi and most 
attractive Of the Rams I e in 
commander birds ro be painted. 
lihaS F46C, a recent transfer 
from Kahn, is Ihe mount of Ihe 
S35ih TFS commander. The lail 
mar kings are mleresimg since 


the left aide displays ihe 
squadron number, while Ihe 
right side honours the St2th 
AMU [aircraft maintenance unil) r 
and the AF serial {85-412> has 
been displaced to the ventral fin 











































A Ina of 526th TPS F !6Cs, 
Aircraft in tho foreground ts 
euifillsd for the air defence rote 
with wingMp AIM^L 
Sidewinders and a centreline 

ALQ-131 ECM pod. Before they 


retired Iheir F-4Es in I9S5, the 
526th had the distinction of 
being the Last unit in lhe USAF 
operating the Phantom Ln the air 
superiority rote 
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A pair of F-16Da sporting (he 
red and black (nil band of the 
526lh ITS. The aircraft in the 
foreground hears (ho name oE 
M.ij Gen Robert Retire rford, 
USAFE Director of Operations, 
’(he Ely ingest general in USAFE' 
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Resident transports 

tn addition ro 'he 06'h TFW. Racnsteui is also home lO Iho B8th MAS. 
which proindBH airlift support for visiimg 'brass’ m I ho European 
theatre. Thou woU-miLmtaiiiod. cm -call (JoeI includes sis sU-whiio 
fce#chcraft C-JEFs like Ihe above, plus C-21 A LoarfftE* and C-20A 
GiiUfffroam Ills 
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Affectionately knotim a a Mias 
Piggy by focal vpettH*, [hi* 
Boeing VC-13SS u the alar o( iho 
58*h MAS Rees, Built in Seattle pi 
1362, it underwent a complete 
overhaul: in 13S7 and is now 
back serving as the USAFE 
commander’s personal aircraft 

Inael One other flying unit calk 
Ramictoin home—Detachment 2 
of the 97th ARKS, which flies four 
VtP-marketl Bell UH IN Hueys pi 
the Airbfti 1 transport role. The 
BYth AJtHS has a second 
deployed unit (*[ TJJMi, Dot 9, at 
Zaragoza, Spain 




























































Battle 

damage 

repair 


R%hl They also serve . . 

Several retired Century Series 
fighters are scaliered around ihe 
shelter areas ai ffeunsiein, 

Serving dual rq]ea as airfield 
decoys and bailie damage 
repair/maintenance Irairuttg 
airframes. Tall markings on this 
F-lOlB hark bade so prouder 
days With the Air National 
Guard's 107|h FIC 31 Niagara 
Falk, New York 
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An ex-Creele Air For« F-102A 


showing the leHiaEe ssgna oE a 
blllllfi damage repair bird. 
Shortly alter this photo WM 
taken, the aircraft was 


comp]e)eiy rebuilt and -sprayed 
gtossy gray. An ex-Greele F-fllF 
in nearly mint condition 
rooeived the time treatment 




















Though no other mark tug* 
remain, Ehe cartoon and 
nickname Fi neise under the port 
intake aie enough to identify chi * 
F-105F aa having last flown as a 
■Wild We&sd' with ihe l&2nd 
TFG, Air National Guard, 
Sandaton. Virginia 



The cvorsprayed 'SA' tail code 
on this maintenance training 
F'4C tatr&y* the fad that it waa 
laat flown hy the L49(h TFC, a 
Guard unit from Kelly AFB, 
Teitaa 



Zweibrucken Phantoms 


Right A mixed bag of RF-4Cfl of 
the 38lh TRS, 2Blh TRW. 
Zwcibruclrett, crowd the 
Ramstein transient ramp' during 
a deployment exercise. These 
Phantoms !ly their phato 
mi3930ns completely utvirmed. 
except for PCM gear and the 
brute getaway power of (heir 
Alter burning GE J79 engines 

Below European Qne- 
camouflaged RT-4C of the 
Zweibruckembased 26th TRW 
commander in typically nose- 
high approach altitude on final 
to Hamjlom's Runway 27. The 
defensive ECM pad is clearly 
visible on the port inboard wing 
pylon 


Below right The last base 
Operating ihe RF-4C in Europe. 
Zweibrucken received several 
replacement aircraft from RAF 
Atconbury during 10S7, when 
the 10th TRW there began 
retiring ns Phantoms. The 
freshly-painted 69-3B3 with the 
green and white diamond band 
of the ££[h TRW, is an ex- 
Aloonbury bird 

























Spang 

Weasels 


An F-4G, tending edge aids tall- 
out, hAtLfc? hard Dver (ho Eifel 
Hitia north o£ Ramsiem. Baaed ai 
SpagdshJGm with ihe $lit TFS, 
52nd TFW, ihn Phantom le 
lightly armed For (he Wild 
Weasel enemy defence 
Sup-preusion role with two AGM- 
4S ShrUte anli-radiabon miMiles 
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Ajiflithi'r Spangdahlem-based 
F-4C. this lime [fOm the 23rd 
TFS. featuring the 52nd TFWs 
trademark sh-irkmom h in 
subdut'd gray and red on (he 
nose, The green wrap-around 
colours of (he European One 
camouflage schema me being 
replaced by an overall-grey atr 
superiority scheme 
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Tail section of the same F-4G r 
showing che siihoueued 
Spangdahlem ‘£P’ lad code and 
ih* black and while tail band of 
the 23rd TFS 






During the summer, 
Sp&ngdahltfm began receiving 
the first F- IGCa to replace ns 
fleet of la^modol ? 4Gs, 
Photographed under a typically 
stormy German sky during a 


brief burse of sunshine on the 
occasion of jig hist visit lo 
Rims'cm. Ihis F-16 spoils the 
red and while tali baud of the 
4B0lh TFS r Sind TFW 


36 









The tame anrorali hack ai 
Ramslein again Ln January I3BB, 
now wnh a aharfcmoeiJv nnd eyeit 
on [he nose. Three of five 
USAFE fighter wings in Germany 
now operate Ihe F-16, proving it 
to be oVory btE as prolific as Us 
legendary predecessor, tfie F-4 

















Hahn 

Falcons 


A flight oE Hahn F-]6Cs turns 
away Erom the F-1SD photo- 
plane high above the overeast 
German EtfeL Led by the 
squadron commander's aircraft, 
these yellow tail F-1 Gs ot the 
496lh TFS, 50th TFW. are from 
the JKJCQnd batch (FY B4 and 8S) 
of F-1 Gh delivered 10 Hahn 



















Close-up Dr In the Mood, named 
ajter ihu Olfinn Mtllei 3940a big 
band anthem, Less provocative 
than the pin-up girls who graced 
Army Air Force bombers and 
fighters tn WW 2 r this relatively 
conservative modal was hand- 
painEed on Ihe aircraft at the 
pilot's expun*u. Officially 
frowned out r bui tolerated, it is 
one of several works of nose an 
carried by Hahrt Falcons, in this 
instance an F-16C of the 4&6lh 
TFS 


Bottom Two-Seat F-ISD of the 
10th TF£, 50th TFW, Item Hahn. 
The frrll unit in Europe to equip 
With ihe F 16, the 50th TFW 
removed, the siyiiaod falcon 
i on EWer- 
tnodoL FTfti. Ei oi?l ihV- ddu of 
the fuse Lago and add ed a larger, 
inorc rea lisnc falcon to the tail 









































Sembach Hercules 

Initially Operated in European-One green camouflage by the 4let 
Electronic Countermeasures Squadron, S52nd Airborne Warning and 
ContraL Wing at Davis-Momhan AFB, Arizona. this alt-grey, antenna- 
bedecked EC-130H Wat delivered lo the 43rd ECS, 66lh ECW, al 
Sembach in mid-1327 and appeared al RamBtem for Ihe 6ret lime 
during the Augon-l 'T'lugtag ' The SembacJi-baaed EC-I30lls originally 
began life as basic C-130B iransports. but were converted far their 
ECM/EW role in l&fil 


































CIA 737s 


Mystery plane*. Generally believed to be operated by the 1/S Central 
Intelligence Agency, on the Sell IE N93a90, a Boeing 737-aOOfT-l3A 
Without much of a traceable history. It operated out of Rhem-Matlt 
nntil mid-#?. when it was replaced by NS7JE t a 737- Z04 with a less 
Shadowy past. Caught on itlc ramp at Ramstein in December 1987, it 
wears lho Slightly-modified colours oi llfl previous operator, Key 
AirlLnea oE Salt Uko City H who flew it as N3I3XV It may bo more than 
comcideniaJ that Key was a small propeller operation until it received 
a government contract and began jet operations irotn Helll* AFB, 
Nevada, to points in Central America in 19B3. It was converted to Air 
Force T-43 Standards for use by the CIA 
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Bent water s’ 
Warthogs 

The nmlll-’COloured fail band and 
Silhouetted 'WR' tail cod* 
identify this A JO A ns the mount 
of the 61st TFW cotunn’icirtnj: 

Irons RAF Buhl water el The 
largest fig hie i (attack) Wing in 
the Air Force, the Bill TFW 
COh#iSM9 Of an: squadrons, sortie 
100 A- 60s, baled at both RAF 
Bentwaters and RAF 
Woodbridge 



















Siandard A-10 armamcrni ts iht> 
7-barrel, 30 mm GALT-8/A 
Avenger cannon. The Slat TFW 
commander's bkrd spoils one 
wjih A ditto rente; a ehrdme- 
plaied barrel 



SO 











Though officiary designated 
'Thunderbolt H, h (he A-10 is 
mor« commonly referred to us 
'Warthag' foi its ability to root 
around m the mud destroying 
Btiemy tanks- The inside of tho 
access- panel for the A-lD's buth- 
in step-ladder is the standard 
iDcauott (or forbidden Virarthog 
nose AN The Blst wing long's 
aircraft features a typical gun- 
iwtng warthog caricature: plus 
the colours of the six Blst 
squadrons; the tlSAFE motto, 
'Right people, right mission, 
right now;' and the 
commander's nickname, Boss 
Hcg 


The Blst TFW Consist* of 3tK 
squid tens of A-IQs: the TBth and 
9lft At RAF Woodbridge, and 
the 92nd, 503th, 510th and SI 1th 
ITS al RAF Bentwaters Each 
squadron periodically rotates B 
aircraft io detachments deployed 
al one of lour forward operating 
Locations In Germany. Det 1 is 
located at Semhach, Det £ al 
leiptieim. Del 3 al Ahlhorn, and 
Det 4 at Norvcmch. This ihumbs- 
u p cornea from the pilai Df a 
92nd TFS A-10 operating with 
Dec 3 al Ahlhom 









Torrejort 

Falcon 


El Conquistador, the 
spectacularly marked F-1GA of 
ibf: 401 at TFW commander at 
To t re]on, Spain, pays a vitil Ed 
Ramslein in March ] SST . Perhaps 
symbolic oE the reCeltl Spanish 
government decision to close 
Torrejan Air Base, resulting \tx 
Ihe deactivation ot the 401st, ilfl 
splendour was short-lived. 

When it returned to Ramstein in 
January 1&88, El Coagw'scador 
had been stripped of its special 
markings and returned to duty 
as just plain 8Z-9I7 



Kef lav ik Eagle 


Though by definition based m 
Europe, this F-ISD is 
ncnetheless a long way from 
heme. The *tS‘ tail code and 
checkerboard band identify it as 
an F-IG of ihie S?th FIS based at 
Naval Station Keflavik. tcotand, 
and famous for its intercepts of 
Soviet 0e.-if.s- and SfieJgerf on 


patrol over the North Atlantic. 
The long-range missions of their 
F-ISDs are made possible by the 
addition of CFT-pncks. low-drag, 
conformal fuel tanks fitted 
against (he sides of (he fuselage, 
carrying targel-senaing 
electronics and an additional 
9700 lbs of fuel each 


tJ 
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Army visitors 

The lack of a piohisiqn of 
antennas indicate* ihis blacic- 
cowled Army U-21A King Air ot 
the 50th Aviation Company. 

Vicenza. Italy, is used in ihe 
utility transport role rather than 
Tor electronic reconnaissance as 
are many Army twins in Europe 



SI 





Jual a plain looking oh ve-drab 
Aimy Huey on Ihe auUide, thii 
UH-lH from the 25th AC. 
Stuttgart, offers a pleasant 
surprise (a passenger:? Instead 
of the usual canvas sling seats. 


this VIP transport is equipped 
with padded red velvet seats, In 
ihe end, Small consolation, since 
ihe UH-|'s infamous oggbeater 
effed has never been effectively 
dampened 
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‘Happy Hooligan 1 


When Ramstean'* 66ih TFW began copvemon training [or the F- 36 in 
]A[p ISB5. they had to surrender their 'Zulu' alert interceptor nuseion 
atong With iheir F-4Es. F-]S* m Silbkiig took up seme of thli stack, but 
it fell to mm crude Air NaiionaL Guard Uhlli to fulfill ihe rest Of the 
B Om i n i Bnw nt. For nearly 1 i years. F-4D* from Guard units hi 
California (Fnwno, 144th FtW). Minnesota (Duluth. l4SLh FIG) and 
North Dakota (Fargo, 119th FIG) related to Ramatoin 10 stand Zulu 
alert Whenever unidentified aircraft strayed into the Weal German 
AD1Z, I he heavily-ariried F- is were scrambled from ihetr aleri 
hangmra to intercept and turn back tho bogey. An F-4D of Hue llSlh 
FIG 'Happy Hooligans,' North Dakota ANG, returns to Rsmstem from 
an intercept carrying typical Zulu armament: four AIM-J Sparrows, 
four AlM-9 Sidewinders and a 20 mm MSI Galling guh on a centreline 
pod 




























Seymour-John son Phantoms 

Veiling Hattislein during a weekend crass-cauntiy. F-4 Ek ot Ihc 4lh 
TFW, Seymour-] ohneor, AfB. North Carolina, WOJfO operating out at 
Wiimundhaven at pan oil -i aquadron exchange with JG-71 'Richiolen.' 
a Gor man Air Force wing also flying F-4s.4th TFW 
nmmnder's Phantom wearing the squadron emblem ol the 3-341 h 
TFS 'Eagles' 

Intel Pilots and WSOs confer before pte-Jlighting (heir 335th TFS 
F-4Es. They arc wearing JG-7] 'Riehtofen' patches on their flight suit*, 
souvenirs of Their squadron exchange 
















Transports 
and tankers 


Below Designated the C-23B, 
this ib one 0-f four ei-airline 
Boeing 727i recently acquired 
and modified (or Operational 
airlift support missions by the 
New York Air Guard. 34612 paid 
several visits to Ramsteiti. 
hauling Reset visis to and from 
their annual summer 
encampment 

Bottom right A freshly-painted 
I960-model KC-J35Q of the 3S0th 
Bomb Wing, a composite SAG 
unit Consisting of HC-13Ss and 
PB-11 ] Aa. from Plattsburgh AFB. 
New York. Stateside KC-!35s 
regularly rotate to RAF 
MildenhaLl and RAF Fairiord to 
perform aerial refuelling 
missions for USAF and NATO 


aircraft throughout the European 
theatre. But in Ihe case of 0O33S, 
not just any aircraft. One of a 
handful of internally ^modified 
1350s, il carries the special JP-j 
fuel used by only one aircraft in 
the world, the Beale, Kadon.i 
and MiEdc-nh*] I-bailed SR 7] 

Right One of some 732 
delivered to the Air Force, this 
30-yeai old Stratotanker from 
the 145th AR5, 160th ARC, at 
Rickenbaclter ANG Base, Ohio, 
was re-engined with mare- 
powerful JT3D engines from 
retired 707 airliners, Now 
designated the KC-13EE. it is One 
Of I2B KC-135A tankers 
upgraded Tor the ANG and 
AFRE5 






































































First B-52 in Germany 

Tha Eighth Air Fstce comes 10 Germany. A significant eveiil in 
German aviation and political history accused on S Augusi 1867 when 
the Aral S-S2 ever to land cm German foil arrived At Ra male in for 
flatic display al ‘Flugtag/ the annual h«e open houso, Thai ’historic' 
aircraft was 82001, a short-tail B-S2G of the 40th AD, 416th BW. al 
Gnffiss ATS, New York, resplendent in new camouflage and Statue oi 
Liberty tail markings. It is one of lOraa 1HG G-model 'BUFF*' currently 
in the SAC inventory 
























German 

visitors 



The pilot ot A JBG-49 Alpha Jet 
from FurstotiteldbrUck catches 
one last fresh breeze while 
waiting lei ihe ground crew to 
pull chocks. Luftwaffe Alpha jeii 
entered service in 1&7B and are 
equipped With Stuncd-type 
ejection seats manufactured by 
Massei schtmn -JJollsow-Blohnn 
(MBB) 
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An Alpha Jet el J8G-41, Husutn, 
Ireshly-paimed in ihe Luftwaffe's 
ROW wrap-around green 
camouflage scheme- In tho 
background, an F I 1 IF of the 
■ll^lh TFS h RAF Lakenhealh 

Below Nearing Iho end of a 
Long career, this TT-I04C has 
been transferred from JBG-34 to 
LVR-I, an unusual 
Leehnieal/tupply unit optraimg 
from Erding. Farr of its mission 
■a id provide F-3Q4 proficiency 


time for older pitots wiih roe 
hirle dme remaining m service 
to make transition to Ihe 
Tornado economically feasible. 
Although the tail emblem is 
unidentified and probably of 
local origin, the pilot wears the 
distinctive winged-gear emblem 
of LVR-1 on his helmet 

Right The tail of this Alpha Jet 
tells quite a story In a glance- In 
addition lo the aircraft type and 
serial number C0I72) under Ihe 


German flag and the squadron 
crest of JBG-41, the markings In 
white commemorate this 
aircraft's participation tn 
GAFTIC-S4,' a deployment by 
JBG-41 and 43 to Goose Bay in 
Newfound land, Canada. 
Reaching ihe location of Iheir 
'Gorman Ait Force Training in 
Canada' involved a rather cpte 
flight via England, Iceland and 
G rceniand 















LUFT WAF F e-A^A*T-f2 




A Panavia Tornado from German 
Navy Flying Wing Z Rt 
Eggebeclc tauea cm: alter the 
'Flugtag.' The Tornado was 
designed and buill jointly by 
Sribdh Aeiospace. MSB and 
Aerilalia specifically for the tri- 
national requirement for a 


mullo-role combat aircraft. Tlus 
Tornado, m the Navy's laleal 
camouflage, u appropriately 
armed for the naval 
interdiction/SIrd<0 role With two 
27 mm cannons in the nose and 
Kormorart anti-ship uussilea 
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An unusual VFW-614 from Ihs 
£ uftwafte's VtP transport and 
liaison wing. known simply as 
FBS< based at Cologn u/Boan, 
airport One of iho few designs 
m the world to feature jet 
engines mounted above the 
wing, il demonstrates, along 
With the HFB'320 Hnnsa Jot, the 
Luftwaffe's penchant for 
innovative executive transports 
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Left The LutlWatfe bought 101 at 
chew rugged P-o-£8D-2 STOL 
Skyservanls and equipped each 
ol Us wings with Four for lighl 
transport act-dl liaison dunes. This 
otto, in <he older-style 
camouflage with large buzz 
numbers and insignia, is from 
AKG Bl at Bremgarton 

Bottom left This Do-26D-2 of 
JBG-34 at MemKungen displays 
the new-style camouflage. The 
nickname Kigali Express Oft the 
engine cowling rotors to This 
Skyservanl's home base, the 
JUlgau region oF Bavaria 

Btiow The ell-whit* livery and 
blue chealline identify this Do- 
23E-2 as one Irom the VIP 
t ran port wing at Cologne ^Bonn 


















French visitors 

Below Looking ai$ slimy and fit as it did when it came oB the 
production line nearly 30 yean ago. (his Morane-Saubuer MS.760 
Paris from ETAir Transport Command, at VillaDoublav i* used 
for short-distance liaison flights 

Bottom A Dawaull-Breguet Mirage IIIE, from EC‘1/13, SPA-100, 
■Allots/ based at Colmar. As stenciled oh the centre el the lusolage, 
live Mirage ia powered by a single SNECMA Atar 9C afterburning 
engine that gives it Mach Z capability 

Right Mirage pitot* have tremendous trpjfff de mrps and many pay 
out of theu own pocket* to have theur (lying helmets personalized 
with beautifully-rendered artwork based on their squadron emblem 
or some other patriotic theme. Resting on the cockpit ledge of a IS 
Wing Mirage (Tom Colmar, this typically colourful helmet features a 
formation of Mirages over the Alps 














The Milage 6 was designed lo 
Cu.mil an Israeli Ait Farce 
require mem for a etear-weaiher 
fig hie r- boihbe r wilh greater 
range than the standard Mirage 
m. Though Israel placed orders 
(or SO Of the first production 
batch, for political reasons the 


aircraft were never delivered 
and were drafted into French 
Air Force service, This freshly- 
painted Mirage 5F of EC-3/13, 
SPA-B3, "Auvergneat Colmar is 
one of the aircraft originally 
built for Israel 
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A Mirage IQ siEs on a rain- 
soaked ftamstein ramp 
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Another masterpiece by 'Tilou, 1 
who seems to have primed mow 
of the personalised helmets used 
by Mirage pilots, from 13 Wirtg 
it Colmar- Ett this case, the 
helmet of flying officer Armando 
of ECUS/13 







]oiiULy-built by British Aerospace and AtiroapatiaLb of Franco, iho 
SEPECAT Jaguar above is ihe single-seal A-model snack version built 
tor the French Air Force. An aircraft from EC-3/11, SPA-69, "Corse.' 
at TouS-Rosieres, the well-worn desert camouflage reflects a tour of 
combat duly in Africa, where the French are conducting Strike 
operations against Felisnrio guerilla forces In Chad from bases m 
Senegal and Mauritania. In addition to bombs or rockets carried on 
nnderwing pylons, French Jaguars ore armed With two 30 riim DEFA 
cannons m the fuselage 
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Belgian visitors 


Because q[ than closn.’ proximity, Belgian Air Fence aitcufi of all 
typ&a are the meat common visitors to Kamaiem. This SLAI-Marchem 
5F.3GQM elementary Hamer is wearing standard orange training 
markings and the pengum emblem of 5 Sqn al Ooatsenhovon 
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C5&sr-up of ST-lL's colourful sharkmoulh nose and anEi-budBlnJfc 
apinnei. The Belgian Air Force operates 31 £F,E60M* lit three twinimj 
squadrons 
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A Dasaault-Breguet My store 
qlcws brilliantly against a black 
Storm aky Known as the Falcon 
20 in the US, CM’Ol is One oi two 
Hyittnt operated by the 
Belgian Atr Force VlF transport 
squadron, Smaldeei 31 
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On* oT six Swearingen Merlin 
HI As operaled by tl 5qn. IS 
Transporl and CornmiiniOalionfi 
Wing, on VIP CrinipOrl and 
liaison rniMions from iia home 
base al Melsbroek 
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Left Wish the uKoepiiOfl of the 
Piper Super Cub glider lug. ihe 
eldest aircraft m Ihe Belgian 
inventory is the Feugai (Lifer 
Pofea., and finally, Aerospatiale i 
Magislor CM-110, first delivered 
in 19§G, MT-35 is a weli- 
niainlamed example m Standard 
duminiyin finish from 7 Sqn. 
SnMon 


Bottcm left Proof that the 
Macpstcr » a rugged. fully 
aerobatic trainer is MT-4B. siiII 
wearing the all-red livery of the 
Belgian Air Force aerobatic 
ft 1 am. the long-disbanded 
' Diables Rouges.' Flying out of 9 
Sqn at Bruslem With several 
Other eot-Red Devils Magisters. 
MT--3B paid a visit to Ramstein in 
November 1987 


Below Lioon&ts'butlt by 
SABCA/Fairey at Gossehes, 
Belgium since 1978, the P-18 has 
rapidly become the star of 
Belgium's hghlor-bomber force. 
This F-1GA is from 13 Sqii, 10 
fighter-bomber wing, al Kleme- 
Broget 






















RAT visitors 


RAF visitors to Ramsteiu were an 
infrequent but always interesting 
lot. For example, ihja red and 
white BAC jet Provost T.5A from 
No I Flying Trauung School, 
Linton-on-Ouse. managed the 
trip without a wingman 
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An overall-grey air defence 
Phantom F<5R.2 of No B6 Sqn 
From WaltLsham. A highly- 
modified version of the US F-*M. 
the RAF FCR,2 is powered by 
twin Rolls-Royce Spey turbofan 
engine* 












Originally designed for [ho 
Royal Navy, the rugged and 
rclihble Hawker-Stddeley 
BycouiCrtM Qmortd RAF service 
in ]B$9. apecuilising ih low-Levs] 
mleidicijon. Togeilwr Wllh No 
l^Sqn, She Buccaneers of No 203 
Sqn ope ran? from their base at 
Lossiemouth. Scotland, in the 
mariiime alrike role Tha* S.2B 
serves with No }2 Sqn 












XW917 iiS a Harrier GR,3, from 
No 3 EUqn based n Gutorsloh, 
Germany as pari of the UK 1 * 
strike and support contribution 
IP the NATO 2nd Allied Tactical 
Air Force, The CR.3 is the 
standard version of the Harrier 
in RAF service today, featuring a 
tiOSe-mOUIttud Laser-ranger and 
marked target-seeker (bRMTSj 
that helps make it such a superb 
close-support ground-attack 
aircraft 
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A classic design from lha Iruc- 
Wtbus. ihc Vickers VC10 was the 
world’s ftrai mtorconttftirftcal- 
tangv Jot transport to employ 
Itie renr-ofigtno, Cloan-wmg 
concept. Most remaining in ftAF 
service are converted airliners 
used by No 101 Sqn ax aenal 
tankers and are designated 
VC 10 K,2, However, nine tong- 
range transport version* like 
this VCKP C.i remain in service 
with No 10 Sqa at t?AF Brire 
Norton in Oidordalttre 














Dutch visitors 


Below A Fokkor'built NF-5A of 
314 Sqn. Eindhoven, in the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force'’* new 
aieralj-qtey tactical camouflage. 
Thu Dutch use their Freedom 
Fighters in the close-supperl 
role 


Rlghl Close-up of Dutch NF-5A, 
K-303S, showing ihe standard 
armament, a pair of hobs- 
mDunled 3(3 mm M39A-2 
cannons, each with 2-ftO rounds 


Bottom right K-3036's wingman 
on the [light to Rarnatein was K- 
3003, another 314 Sqn NF-5A, in 
the older-style olive-drab and 
grey camouflage. Beneath the 
nose ib aieneiled some typical 
crew chief "nose art' 































The Royal Netherlands Air 
Force 314 Sqo badge, a yellow 
SagUanus on a red circle, 
adorns the (ails of the heavily- 
penciled NF-SAs 








Armed! with practice 
Sidewinders and centreline 20 
mm Catling guns, this pair of 
F-lGAs is from 306 Sqn at Voikel H 
a reconnaissance unit previously 
equipped with the RT-HMC 


SB 








A radar-equipped 334 Sqn F.ZJ 
medium Ir&nspoxl. No 334 Sqn 
and its flee) of well-used FoUwr 
Friendships and Troopships 
3-ctua.Lly represent? ihc enure 
Dutch airlift capability, as it is 
ihe air force's only iranspon 
squadron 
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Danish Drakens 


Below This view of the single' 
seat 5-35XD shows the side- 
looking Camara ports along [he 
nose, the weathered squadron 
badge of the 729 Esk and a 
freshly-applied yellow Phantom 
zap' marking, courtesy cf the 
334th TFS 1 Eagles 1 from 
Seymour-Johnson AFB, NC 


Bottom right Wing man to AR- 
1 13 for Hue- Ramslein visit was 
AT-156. Ah Sk-SSJCD. the 2-seat 
reconnaissance version of ihe 
Draken. It is also front 7S& Eik at 
Kamp 










*r 


This head-on view shows io 
good advantage the Draiteti's 
unusual profile 4nd hagh-glosE 
finish, two factors ihat. along 
With Jls liOence-built Holls-Hoyce 
Avon Mk 60 engine. help give it 
a top speed of 13® mpil, or 
Mach Z 
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Norwegian visitors 

A3eng with Canada and the Netherlands, Norway is one of She major 
operators of the F-5 in NATO Right Ah F-SB flown by 336 Shv from 
Ryggo. Configured with three external fuel tanka, maximum range 
for an F-5 ip about 3400 miles 
















Left Formerly equipped with 22 
cn-Canadian CF- !0'|Ds end 0&. 
334 3kv at E«lo now Dies 
F' lBAi This ant w aipUd with 
Sidewinders and wears ifre 
standard Norwegian Air Force 
camouflage 
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This pair or F-lSAs wear the 
blue lightning bolt and rod, 
White and blue flying wedge oi 
331 Skv. ajHter-squadron of 334 
Skv at Bode, Having completed 
delivery of ns order of 73 F-I6s 
in 1986. the Norwegian, Air 
Fords has consolidated 
approximately SO of lu F-5 Deet 
inlo a single squadron and sold 
oft or tiered the remainder 
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Arniod with hard’ io-rruss 
Sidewinders, Ihia F-16E is atso 
from 334 Sfcv al Bodo 
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Italian visitors 

Pf obably the most popular and veiling aerobatic team m (ho world, 
Italy's 'Frccce Tricolori* flies a colourful and daredevil exhibition el 
formation and solo aerobatics tha! must bo aeon to be ipprecuted. 
Paying a Visit Irom Us home base At RiVOLto* where it Is pan ol ai3th 
Gruppo, ts one of the team's eleven Aernwectis MB.&JSSh, learn 
number 9, Matrtcoia Mthtam aerial number MM5447P 









The high -Visibility dayglo- 
orange markings 0 ji [ftsa 
rtnjrmacch] MB.333K indicate lE is 
a training aircraft. The penguin 
emblem Of Ills Sttl Air Brigade 
on iho lail confirms it is from one 


of three squadrons assigned at 
Leqce’C&.lnHBa. the basic (light 
training base where students 
graduate to jots from primary 
training on Ehe SiAl-Hanrhetti 
SF.260 
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Another ItlitaA Air Force trainer 
La this 3’Seal FiIT (h&W Aeritalia) 
C.91T/1. twg of which VlSIlod in 
May 1997 From Iheir bast at 
Foggia-ArnorulQ'la, home of Ihe 
SOth Sformo. the air tereVs 
advanced jet training wing. 


Inspired, by the F-8S Sabre, the 
C.EJ1 was built during the auctt&i 
an a light attack and 
reccnnaissAnct aircraft, but like 
most successful designs, was 
also pressed into the fighter and 
trainer meld 
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Left The roaring-lion emblem of 
20ih Gruppa 

Top left Though the massive 
multi-national prc-ducttoc, ol the 
F-104 ceased in 1967, Aeritaha 
continued lo produce an air- 
superiority version with a more- 
powerful JIB-19 engine and 
updated radar until L &7S- One of 
these 205 Licence-buLlI F-IQ45s is 
shows’, here in the markings of 
the 4th Sformo. 9lh Cruppe, an 
interceptor uni! bailed at 
Grose 1 to 


Taj left The crew of a TF-104G 
prepares to ‘button-up' for 
departure. RamStoin is the site of 
a unique phenomenon that 
occurs annually during 
November &nti December Not 
unlike the famed return of the 
swallows to Capistrano, pairs of 
Italian F-104s swarm inlo 
Ramsteui so their crews can 
eiteicise one of their NATO 
privileges at Europe's largest 


and best-stocked shopping 
facility, the Ramstem BX. It is net 
unusual to toe gift-wrapped 
boxes Of Stereo components 
being stuffed into empty 
compartments and rear cockpits 
for 1 ho Dighl home to a very 
merry ChmirrWlS indeed 

Above With the back -son ter 
barely able to SOo over his haul 
of Christmas booty this German- 
built TF-ICHC of the 4th Stcrmo, 
20th Gruppo. head* back home 
to- GrOJettO Flying only 2- 
seaters. EOth Gfttppa Originally 
operated autonomously of its 
parent 4th Stormp, complete 1 
with ila own ‘iJfk 1 identification 
codes- That practice was 
terminated in 1969 when 20th 
Gruppo also began operating 
single-sealers and re-marked 
their aircraft to conform wilh the 
standard air force coding system 
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Two F H^iSa wealing iho mouiO'ksUtnq eat emblem of iho BUx .Stormo 
on Iho cdul And tho pipo’fmoktng icaieerow ’Spamiacchto’ embtorn of 
22nd Gruppo on the intake al rent on a ram-soaked Ranislein ramp. 
The atm Stormo is based at blruu 






















Yet another Christmas shopper 
is this f-lCMS iioctt tho Jr* 

5 tor mo, 13 2nd Grtippa, a I 
Vtllafranea Wllh Its short, 
r&ZOrlike wings and Us fuselage 

bLutt around the J7M9 engine, 

the f-HMS does not have much 
internal fuel capacity and 
normally Hies with tip-tanks and 
under-wing tanks to gw tc a 
maximum range of nearly 1300 
miles 











Above One of the (e w German- 
buiJl alngle-soai Star lighters 
remaining on the Italian Alt 
Force rolls is this very clean 
F-104G, MM&5Ew r from the 3rd 
Starma. 2fl*h Gfuppo, at 
Villafranca 

Left The flying-witch emblem of 
fiftlh Gruppo, the reconnaissance 
squadron from Vorona- 
VfUaltDnca 
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Alter ill* eiti Sforitio, the nexi 
Mil in the Italian Air Force la 
irade Ln its FI CM* for the 
ParinvM Tornado was 36lh 
Slarmo, baaed at Gioia del Colic 
in southern llaly, The first-ever 
vjail Of &ti Italian Tornado to 


Ramsiein wm made by two 
mlorceplars bom that unsl in 
February 1® This il WM7074. 
With ilia yellow Lighlnmg bolt 
emblem of she ISfith Ctuppc 
piercing the 38th Stormo eagle 
emblem on the tail 









Designed by Breguet an France 
and eventually Hmncfr-buDt in 
Germany, Italy and the 
Nether Lands, the Br.l ISfl Atlantic 
W?fc9 NATO's choice to replace 
the F-2 Neptune as its front-line 
nvanume patrol and atw- 
subnvirme warfare aircraft, 
Though only 87 were built. mtral 
remain Ln service because of 


their economical 5000-milc 
range, IS"hour endurance and 
re La lively inexpensive price 
compared lo Its rival, the 
Lockheed P-3 Or Ion. One of l& 
Italian Navy Atktmei is ttuS one 
IrOm Ihe 30th Slormo, EHBlh 
Gruppo, a long way Irom home 
base m Cagliari. Sardinia 
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Canadian visitors 

Though funnily (but reluctantly.I retired by the USAF in early 1868 
after neatly 38 years of reliable service, the T-33 basic tratnor 
conlinuea to fly with the Canadian Armed Forces in the form of the 
Canadair-builE CT-I33A Silver Scat. A total of 8587 T-33a were built 
OVOr a 10-year period, 636 being Canadair CT-t33* This Dimple, 
wearing the camouflage exclusive to Germany-baaed Silver Stars, ia 
front iho 1st Ctnadiin Air Group at Sollsngen and is used an a 
proficiency trainer, itaison transport and general squadron hack 
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The F-1B Hornet was selected by Canada to replace Ms CF-10la and 
1Q4e, and as * 0«1 as the first squadrons th Canada were (Lilly 
operational, conversion training began for 409 and 439 Sqns in 
Germany. A typically Camouflaged CF08A tf this one from 409 Sqn at 
Solimgen, Because it is a relatively how aircraft in the European 
(healre. the CF-lB's distinctive twin laiis have more than once led 
jumpy ground tIOCpS lo report diem iU MiG-25 Fofixttz 






















































Stl-BFB wears a decidedly non- 
Standard all-white livery with the 
Egyptian flag and air force lilies 
on the lath hut without the usual 
roundel on the iusetage. Middle 
East military forces being the 
way they are, it is only an 
educated guess that this Buffalo 
is part el the Egyptian Air 
Force's C-130 transport unit, IS 
Sqn at Cairo West 














Pakistani Hercules 


Thu Pakistani Air Force operates two squadrons of some 30 F ifta 
and. like Egypt, occasionally sonde transports 1 o Hamate in (a pick up 
priority parts for ils F-I6s- This is & C*J30E of No B Sqn from 
Peshawar, with its Islamic crew beneath the tail having jusl 
completed ItiOir afternoon prayers toward Mecca. Though n now 
wears the standard camouflage scheme, only six months earlier, 
64144 was photographed also wearing the civil registration AF-AUT 
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Turkish Starfighter 

Bslffw The Iasi country in NATO lO operate large numbers of F- IQ^s 
is Turkey, ill of Whose aircraft, except the recently-delivered F-I8s, 
are ageing hand’me-downs from allied air forces Art example is this 
ex-Luftwaffe F-1D4G, which, until 1306. flew with JBG-34 as 26 ■- 04 tt 
now (ties WLth No 4 Wing, 142 Afo (squadron), a strike unit based at 
Balikestur 

Heltom Another ex-Luffwaffe Siarfighler is this 2-seal TF-1Q4G. also 
fiOtn 142 Fife. It will retain the basic Luftwaffe camouflage and ait 
safety Stenciling in German until ICS first major overhaul 









Osprey’s new SUPERBASE series takes 
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the 
world's major airbases. This up-front series 
features spectacular exclusive colour 
photography from aviation's camera sharp¬ 
shooters. If you want to get inside the 
perimeter fence to see today's combat aircraft 
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE 
series is literally where it’s at. Here’s what's 
happening on the Ramstein ramp today... 



Future SUPERBASE titles: 

DEC! ■ MILDENHALL ■ COLD LAKE ■ 
EL TORO * CHERRY POINT * EDWARDS * 
YUMA * KADENA * TYNDALL - 


Sale dislribuKKX fur the USA 

(gjfaferfbotif tfokmatongf') 











